COST OF PLAY

With other forms of entertainment, you know
how much it will cost to enjoy that entertainment
upfront. Gambling is different. Cost of Play
calculators can help you understand how much
it costs to enjoy gambling as a form of
entertainment.

At its most basic level, your approximate cost
per hour to enjoy most casino games can be
calculated with the following formula:

Bet Size ® Bets Per Hour
® House Advantage =
Average Cost to Play Per Hour

Or check out our electronic Cost of Play
calculators. These can be found on the digital
kiosks at our Informed Gambling Info Centres or
online at informedgambling.ca. These calculators
are a quick and easy way for you to build your
gambling entertainment budget.

Setting a time and money limit on your play can
help ensure that it remains a fun activity for you.

LEARN HOW THE GAMES WORK.
* Play for fun, not to make money.
® Have an idea of how long you want to play.

e VView your gambling dollars as
entertainment dollars.

e Having a gambling budget allows you to
have fun now and still be able to do it again
another day.

® Time flies when you're having fun. Taking breaks
while you play is a great way to enjoy your
time gambling.

e Accept your losses as the cost of entertainment.

® Balance gambling with other activities.

Want
more

info?

Visit an

Informed Gambling
Info Centre or
InformedGambling.ca

The Gambling Helpline is free,
confidential and available 24/7
in multiple languages.

1-800-463-1554

Good to
Kknow
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MOST FORMS OF GAMBLING ARE BASED ON THREE CONCEPTS:

House Advantage

The house advantage (or house edge) ensures
the casino makes money over the long term.

While it's possible to win in the short-term,
casino games and other forms of gambling are
designed to keep more money than they pay
out in winnings over the long term.

This means there is a cost to gamble. You may
win occasionally but expect to spend money

over time. The more you play, the more you pay.

A complete list of the House Advantage
associated with most casino games can be
found at InformedGambling.ca or at
GetGamblingFacts.ca

Randomness

All legalized gambling uses some way to
generate random outcomes so results are
unpredictable and so you can't know what
will happen next.

In slot machines or VLTs, random results are
produced by a computer chip called a random
number generator (RNG).

In other games it might be a spinning roulette
wheel, the shuffling of a deck of cards or the roll
of the dice that generates the randomness in

a game.

Independent
Events

Independence of events means what happened
before has no effect on what will happen next.
For example:

* In roulette, every time the wheel is spun, the
number or colour that results is unrelated to
what has come up before. The wheel has
no memory.

® The same thing happens with Slot Machines
and VLTs. The result of pushing the spin/deal
button is not connected to previous pushes.
Any result is possible at any time.

Exceptions - There are some types of games
where previous results can have some effect

on what happens next. Blackjack is a good
example: once a card has been dealt, it won't be
back in play until all the cards are shuffled again.
Previous hands can have a limited effect on
current or future hands.




